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What are the benefits  
of traceability?

OSPRI
Sticky Note
Take this time to have a discussion with the group, what do they see as the benefits of traceability?Ask the question and get them talking and thinking about how traceability benefits them and their farm/property/livelihood.Generate some ideas before moving to the next slide and covering off the main important parts of traceability.
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The importance  
of traceability
The four main parts of traceability are:

• biosecurity
• food safety
• market assurance and access
• animal health surveillance.

It is a legal requirement to register your cattle  
and deer within the NAIT information system.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
Biosecurity, to be an effective livestock traceability system that enables New Zealand to respond to biosecurity outbreaks by tracing livestock and locating, prioritising and treating suspect or infected premises or animals.  Food safety, to provide assurance to local and overseas markets about food safety standards and product integrity through traceability of livestock and origin of those products.  Market assurance and access, to provide assurance to both local and overseas markets and customers of the attributes associated with livestock product integrity and wholesomeness, for which traceability is a clear enabling requirement.  Animal health surveillance, to provide the ability to integrate animal health information and enable the monitoring, surveillance, and management of both endemic and exotic diseases. This means any response activities, whether for treatment, vaccination, or slaughter, can be prioritised based on location and animal status, enabling more effective emergency response.
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Updating NAIT records
As a Person in Charge of Animals (PICA), 
you must make sure the records you enter 
in the NAIT information system are:

• accurate at the time you enter them
• kept up-to-date.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
It's important that all information you provide to the NAIT system is correct, but also kept up to date so that is remains correct. If any of the information you have provided changes, you have 30 days to update it. This will help ensure your records are accurate and can assist in the event of a disease outbreak. The more regularly you update your NAIT records, the easier you may find it to use the NAIT information system. When you know that your animal and location records are correct, it can make you more confident in meeting your obligations. Regularly logging into the NAIT information system is a great way to ensure that your records are up to date, using email notifications can also assist with this.



5Keep NAIT up-to-date  |  National Education Project

Recording dead  
and missing animals
If an animal dies or goes missing, you must 
update the NAIT information system as soon 
as possible.

Doing this helps to keep your NAIT stock 
records accurate.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
You have 48 hours from the end of the day you first know that an animal has died or gone missing, to update it in the system.When recording an animal death, you must provide the date of death and the method of disposal (i.e., on farm, home-kill, meat processor, etc.) If an animal is lost (i.e., you find the tag in the paddock), you can also update your NAIT records to reflect this. This can also be helpful if you have animals in your NAIT records that you know are no longer on farm, but you aren't 100% sure what happened to them. Regularly updating records to reflect dead and missing animals is one of the best ways to ensure your NAIT records stay accurate. This can help keep the number of animals registered to a more accurate amount and may make using the system easier.
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Checking production type
Check that the animals registered to your 
NAIT location number have the correct 
production type selected, especially if 
you’re sending them to the meat processor.

Doing this helps ensure meat processors 
charge you the correct levy.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
If you're farming beef animals for meat production, check to make sure all your animals are registered with the beef production type in the NAIT information system. When animals are processed, they are charged the TB slaughter levy which funds the TB testing programme. Whatever production type (dairy or beef) they’re registered as in NAIT, they will be charged as at the meat processor. Dairy get charged a higher TB slaughter levy due to the higher rate of TB tests. If you're incorrectly charged this levy, you can send your kill-sheets to OSPRI for a refund. If you're updating your animals from dairy to beef, there is a 62-day drying off period in the system. This means it'll take 62 days for the change to reflect in the NAIT information system. This is to mimic the amount of time it would take for a dairy animal to dry off in real time. Different production types are dairy, beef (for cattle), venison, velvet, and trophy (for deer).
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Declaring non-NAIT animals
You must declare all non-NAIT animals at 
your NAIT location in the NAIT information 
system on or before 31 July each year.

Non-NAIT animals include:

• alpacas
• emus

• goats
• llamas

• ostriches
• pigs

• sheep

This information can assist in the response to a 
disease outbreak that affects non-NAIT animals.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
You are required to declare the non-NAIT animals in your care, including alpacas, emus, goats, llamas, ostriches, pigs, and sheep. This must occur yearly, on or before the 31st of July. In the event of a disease outbreak that is not limited to cattle and deer, this information can greatly assist in the response efforts. For example, this information would be crucial in the event of a foot and mouth disease outbreak. Keeping these tallies up to date can provide the most accurate and timely information.
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Updating stock tallies  
of untagged animals
You must keep up-to-date tallies in the NAIT  
information system of any animals that are  
exempt from tagging.

Exempt animals include:

• animals at a game estate, safari park or zoo
• trophy stags
• fallow deer.

This information is crucial when we are responding  
to a disease outbreak.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
Under the details of your NAIT location number, you can declare the number of animals exempt from tagging. A condition of the exemption is that the PICA provides OSPRI with a tally of the animals at the end of each year. In the event of a disease outbreak, this information can help support the disease response in lieu of information normally recorded against a NAIT tag. You must provide the types of animals and the numbers of stock. Keep this up to date as animals move or are killed.
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Keeping your herd records 
up-to-date
An important part of keeping your NAIT records 
up-to-date is regularly scanning your herd and 
making sure you’ve correctly registered your 
animals against your NAIT location number.

This can help with finding any differences between 
what’s on farm and what’s in your NAIT records.

If you don’t own a scanner, you can borrow 
one from your local Regional Partner.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
If you regularly scan your herd and compare these scan files to your NAIT location number, this can assist in keeping your NAIT records up to date. Using this information can help to ensure your animals are registered correctly, but also that any old animals that have since gone missing can be marked off your NAIT records. This is beneficial for identifying any discrepancies between what's on farm and what is in your NAIT records. Regularly reconciling your registered animals is an effective way of keeping your NAIT location number manageable. This is also helpful in the event of a disease outbreak, to know your records are accurate can make for efficient tracing. If you don't own a scanner, OSPRI has ones that you can borrow. You can get in touch with your local Regional Partner, and they will help get one to you.
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Updating your blocks of land
In the NAIT information system, 
you can add or remove blocks of 
land associated with your NAIT 
location.

New blocks of land must be within 
a 10km radius of your main farm.

You can update the map of your 
property, to reflect where you 
have cattle and deer.

NAIT LOCATION

The yellow farms 
may be registered 
as one NAIT location 
for the same PICA

The blue farm must 
be registered as a 
separate NAIT location 
as it is outside of the 
10km radius

OSPRI
Sticky Note
You can use the interactive map in the NAIT information system to keep your location information up to date. If you add or remove additional blocks within the 10km radius of your main farm, you can update this on the map as necessary. This will provide OSPRI with the most accurate information which is helpful in the event of a disease outbreak. Just because you can add multiple properties under the one NAIT location number, doesn't mean it's always the best. If the properties are being run and managed together, then it can be a good idea and help with management. If they're being run completely separately, it can be a better idea to have them under multiple NAIT numbers. In the event of a disease outbreak, this can be the better option. Whilst you cannot change your main farm address (which is where your NAIT location number is locked to), you can update additional blocks to keep the information relevant.
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Keeping your information 
provider details up-to-date
If you use information providers, make sure 
they’re listed against your NAIT location number.

You should also regularly check the NAIT 
information system to ensure what the provider 
has entered is correct.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
It's important if you're using information providers that you're still regularly checking the information is going through, as the PICA is still legally responsible for meeting the NAIT obligations. You can monitor this through email notifications and regularly logging into the NAIT information system to confirm. Especially if you're using a third-party software, it's important you're checking that the information is syncing between the two systems. If you're using an information provider and you've entered into a contract with them, make sure they're able to make changes to your records by listing them against the NAIT location number(s). You can do this online or by contacting our Support Centre.
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Keeping your contact  
details up-to-date
Keep your phone number, email address, 
and postal address up-to-date in the NAIT 
information system. This means we can 
contact you about:

• disease-related questions
• wandering stock

• civil defence emergencies.

OSPRI
Sticky Note
If there are changes to your contact details, it's important to update these in the NAIT information system. If you're changing phone number, email address, postal address – make sure you give us a heads up so we can get your details updated (or update them in the system yourself). This is especially helpful should OSPRI need to contact you for disease control purposes, wandering stock, or civil defence emergencies. It's important that OSPRI can get a hold of you to be able to best assist you with your NAIT obligations. The personal information provided is strictly controlled by the NAIT Act 2012 and accessing this information requires rigorous checks to ensure it is for appropriate reasons. You can also update your PICA login details for the NAIT information system. For privacy and security reasons it is important that you do not share your PICA login details with anyone. The OSPRI Support Centre will never ask for your password, and you should not share it via the phone or email. 
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PICA farmer 
Obligations

1
Register 

with NAIT

2
Register 
location

3
Tag & register 

animals

4
Record & 
confirm

5
Keep NAIT 
up-to-date

OSPRI
Sticky Note
PICA farmers have five key NAIT obligations:Register as a PICA. If you are in day-to-day charge of NAIT animals, whether continuously or intermittently, you must be registered as a PICA. Whether you have 1 or 100 NAIT animals, it's important you're registered in the NAIT information system.Register your NAIT location. You must register all locations where you farm NAIT animals, within the NAIT information system. This will provide you with a NAIT location number.Tag and register. You must tag all NAIT animals within 180 days of birth or before their first movement, whichever occurs first. You must then register these NAIT animals within 7 days or tagging or before their first movement, whichever comes first.Creating movements. If you are sending or receiving NAIT animals, you must record a movement within 48 hours from the end of the day the movement occurred.Keep NAIT up to date. You must ensure all information provided to the NAIT information system is accurate at the time it is provided and then kept up-to-date.
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